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ABSTRACT

Identification and isolation of the usable sources of temperature sensitive genic male
sterility-fertility system for developing two-line hybrid technology in rice were the
objectives of the study. Among the.&everal male sterile plants isolated from stagger/late
planted germplasm, breedinglinesat different stagesofdevelopment, and mutagen-treated
populations, six strains namely, SM 3, SM 5, F 61, JP 2, JP 8·1A·12 and SA 2 (F 43), remained
sterile at high temperature and turned fertile at low temperature. The six lines were studied
in growth chambers maintained at specific temperature ranges, decided on the basis of
sensitive stage which was determined by a newly developed 'tracking technique' to
identify the critical sterility point (CSP), i.e. the temperature at which a plant is completely
male sterile, and the critical fertility point (CFP), i.e. the temperature at which the plant
turns completely male fertile. The lines were categorized into high CSP-Iow CFP, high
CSP-high CFP, and low CSP-Iow CFP types. Among them, JP· 8-1·A-I2, F-61 and SA 2
(F 43) belonging to the low CSP·low CFP group were found to be the most promising
sources of stablesterility.Transferof temperature sensitivityfrom them to other productive
agronomic backgrounds and identification of appropriate locations for optimization of
seed production would make the two-line approach a commercial reality.

Key words: Oryza sativa, rice, temperature-sensitive male sterility, hybrid, two-line breeding.

Thecytoplasmic-geneticmale sterility-fertility restoration-based hybrid technology has
become a commercial reality in China since the late seventies and is also ga~ing ground in
several major rice growing countries like India and Vietnam. However, excessive
dependence on a single source of cytoplasmic male sterility (ems), viz. WA and the
cumbersome process of seed production and parental line development warrant the
development of alternate approaches to exploit hybrid vigour in rice. Two-line breeding is

·Present address of corresponding author: Deputy Director General (CS), ICAR, Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi 110001.



   
   

w
w

w
.In

d
ia

n
Jo

u
rn

al
s.

co
m

   
   

   
   

M
em

b
er

s 
C

o
p

y,
 N

o
t 

fo
r 

C
o

m
m

er
ci

al
 S

al
e 

   
 

D
o

w
n

lo
ad

ed
 F

ro
m

 IP
 -

 6
1.

24
7.

22
8.

21
7 

o
n

 d
at

ed
 2

7-
Ju

n
-2

01
7

244 J. Ali et al. [Vol. 55, No.3

one such possibility that emerged following the chance discovery of a photoperiod-sensitive
plant called Nongken 58 S, in the japonica variety NongkE:n 58 by Prof. Shi Min Shong of
China [1, 2]. The day-length dependent fertility-sterility behaviour of this spontaneous
mutation aroused a lot of interest among rice breeders, leading to isolation of new sources
of photoperiod- as well as temperature-sensitive genic male sterility (PGMS/TGMS) [3-7].
While China has already succeeded in developing two-line hybrids using Nongken 58 S
based PGMS lines, the possibilities of exploiting the mutagen-induced temperature
sensitive mutations Norin PI 12 and H 89-1 are being explored in Japan and IRRI [8,9]. The
present studyhas been undertaken with the objective of isolatingnew sources ofTGMS and
characterizing them to identify the most appropriate ones for tropical countries like India.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

ISOLATION OF TEMPERATURE-SENSITIVE MALE STERILES

Germplasm, breeding lines and mutagen-treated populations formed the base material.

About 2000 accessions, mostly belonging to the indica group, maintained at the
Directorate of Rice Research (ORR), Hyderabad, were raised in four staggered plantings at
7-day intervals from December 14, 1991 onward at Hyderabad. The test entries were
examined at flowering/maturity for pollen/spikelet fertility in the plants suspected to be
sensitive to different dates of planting.

The breeding lines derived from several crosses at different stages of their development
were screened at the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), Delhi, as well as ORR,
Hyderabad, for the plants remaining totally sterile during the normal flowering month of
September in the kharif seasons of 1991 and 1992.

M2 populations of four varieties (K 39-2, lET 11988, Himdhan and lET 11990) treated
with gamma rays (25 kR), ethyl methane sulphonate (0.1%, pH 7, 6 h) and sodium azide
(002 M, pH 3, 6 h) were screened for male sterile mutations.

Completely male sterile plants isolated from the above materials were tagged and
observed for their sterility-fertility behaviour in the later formed tillers during the cooler
months of November-December, and in the stubbles (ratoons) of the same plants during
rabi season at Hyderabad. The test plants were examined for pollen fertility by staining with
iodine potassium iodide (I-KI).

CHARACfERIZATION OF STABLE TEMPERATURE-SENSITIVE MALE STERILES

Six male sterile lines that were consistently sensitive to the changing temperature
regimes were taken for intensive study and characterization. They comprised SM 3 and SMS
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August, 1995) Temperature-Sensitive GMS Sources in Rice 245

from the germplasm, JP 2 and JP 8-1A-12 from breeding lines of unknown crosses, and SA
2 (F 43) and F 61-sodium azide-induced :p:l.utations in the variety lET 11990 (Table 1).

Growth stage of panicles sensitive to change of temperaturewas determined by the physical
and "tracking" methods developed as described below.

Physical-cum-morphological index method. The stages of panicle development from the
day of its initiationwere determined by periodically split-opening the main tillers of the test
lines. Using the observations on the main tiller, the corresponding developmental stages of
the secondary and tertiary tillers were determined. For instance, when the main tiller is at
stage V, the pollen mother cell (PMC) formation stage (panicle length 2.5 cm), the secondary
tillers which are younger by 6-8 days are at stage IV, i.e. stamen-pistil primordia stage
(panicle length 2 npn).

Also, the flag leaf length was used as a morphological index to determine the stage of
panicle development. When the flag leaf is about 4-5 cm long, or 20% of the length of the
preceeding leaf, the panicle developing inside is at stage V.

Tracking method. The date of panicle emergence and pollen fertility status of each test
line raised in adequate population at one-day intervals in nethouse were recorded daily.
The date when the first spikelet protruded out was taken as the day of panicle emergence.
Five spikelets were examined on the same day for pollen fertility. The observations were
continued till the pollen was found to be totally sterile in the newly emerging panicles and
3-4: such days were chosen as tracking dates. On the basis of earlier reports suggesting that
the most sensitive phase of panicle development, i.e. the stamen-pistil primordia stage, lies
between 24-15 days before heading, the day of critical stage was determined with the help
of weather chart showing maximum-minimum temperatures. Days were counted
backward from the tracking date between 15 and 24 days and the dates, when the maximum
temperature in this period was above 30°C were noted. The temperature record for the
24-15-day preheading period of each test line was examined for three tracking dates as
presented in Table 5, and the dates on which the maximum temperature was above 30°C
were regarded as critical temperature days coinciding with the sensitive stamen-pistil
primordia phase. In the event of more than one date qualifying as critical temperature days,
the day with maximum mean temperature was taken as critical. If that too was not
discriminative enough,highminimumtemperaturewas used as thecriterionfor judgement.
In the case of SM 3, for instance, 24th, 23rd and 19th days before heading had similar
maximum temperatures (> 30°C) and, therefore, the maximum mean temperature for the
day was used as the next alternative. Among the prospective days, the 22nd day had the
highest mean temperClture, and was taken as the day of critical temperature during the
sensitive stage. Ifseveral days were identical in respect of all the foregoing parameters, then
two consecutive critical days with the highest mean temperatures were taken together as
the sensitive period.
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Determination of critical fertility and sterility points. Four sets of the six temperature
sensitive lines were raised keeping one seedling or stubble per bucket. Four growth
chambers each maintained at specific temperature range and light hours were set up and
compared with the natural conditions of nethouse (chamber 5) as follows:

Chamber No.

1
2
3
4
5

Light duration
(h)

14h30min
9h
9h
9h

Natural nethouse conditions

Temperature range

°c

26-35
22-30
20-24

24

When the test plants reached growth stage IV, a complete set of six lines was transferred to
each chamber for 20 days.

Data onpollenand spikelet fertility were recorded on three criticalpanicles (the panicles
in which the critical stage coincided with critical temperature) that emerged during the
period of temperature treatment in the growthchambers. Anthers from the top five spikelets
of the three panicles were smeared and stained with 1% I-KI solution. Deeply stained round
pollengrains were categorised as fertile, the lightlyand partiallystained round pollengrains
were counted as sterile (transformation stage prior to abortion) and the round or deformed
but unstained pollen grains as aborted sterile. The change in the sterility-fertility pattern
(ratio) was determined from the proportion of pollen grains of these two categories in each
sample. The sterility-fertilitypatternofspikelets was also recorded on the same setofcritical
panicles at maturity. The critical panicle (i.e panicles under observation) were numbered in
order of their emergence. The temperature range, at which the plants produced higher
proportion of fertile and unaborted sterile (partially stained) pollen was taken as the critical
fertility point (CFP), while the lowest among the maximum temperatures of the three
tracking dates coinciding with the sensitive stage of the·three panicles causing complete
pollen sterility was recognized as the critical sterility point (CSP) (Table 6).

RESULTS

Isolation of temperature s.ensitive male steriles. Screening of the germplasm under the
3rd and 4th staggered plantings and a set of late planted high yielding varieties so as to
ensure flower production during the high temperature period of the season led to the
isolation of 23 sterile plants, 10 plants from 9 germplasm accessions and 13 in the varieties
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Table 1. Temperature-sensitive male sterile lines of rice

Origin

IARI, Delhi

IARI, Delhi

IARI,Delhi

ORR, Hyderabad

IARI,Delhi

Plant type

Semidwarf

Semidwarf

Semidwarf

Semidwarf

SemitaU

-Do-

-Do-

Source

Sodium azide induced
mutant of lET 11990

Germplasm

Breeding line of
unknown crosses

Pusa Basmati 1, Pranava and
Pathara. Study of all the 23
sterile plants raised from the TGMS line
stubbles during February- -SM-3--------------------

Variety Pranava SemitaU ORR, Hyderabad
March, 1993 revealed that 11
plants reverted back to fertile SM 5
phase gradually and degree JP 2
of transformation varied
among them. Pranava SM 3 JP8-1A-12
and GP SM 5 showed the SA 2(43)
highest percentage (7D-80) of
fertility closely followed by F61
Pusa Basmati SM 2 and Pusa
Basmati SM 7 with the average fertility of 50%, and the remaining seven plants were in the
range of 1.6-20.0% fertility (Table 2).

In the M2 generation of the
varieties lET 11990, Himdhan and
lET 11988 treated with sodium
azide, ethyl methane sulphonate
and gamma rays, 68 completely
male sterilemutants were isolated
during kharif at Delhi. Among
them, 16 plants produced seeds in
the late formed tillers which
emerged towards the end of
kharif season when temperature
was low. Fourteen such muta
tions were isolated from sodium
azide treated lET 11990. Their
pollen fertility ranged from less
than 2% in F 40-2 to 76% in F 43

Parent
variety

SM5 Not known 0.0 0.0 79.9 48.7

5M3 Pranava 0.0 0.0 70.8 47.2

5M2 Pusa Bas-1 0.0 0.0 51.7 35.6

SM7 Pusa Bas-1 0.0 0.0 SO.8 31.9

SM6 Not known 0.0 0.0 20.0 16.0

5M19 Rasi 0.0 0.0 18.4 21.5

SM15 Pathara 0.0 0.0 17.5 22.9

SM27 Ajaya 0.0 0.0 14.4 21.4

5M17 Pathara 0.0 0.0 3.5 7.5

SM16 Pathara 0.0 0.0 1.6 5.4

·Plants raised from stubbles were screened in October-November,
1992 and February-March, 1993.

Outof the several spontaneous plants obtained in the breeding populations ofunknown
crosses during kharif (wet) season at Delhi, 8 plants had fertility restored when plants from

Table 2. Sterility-fertility transformation behaviour of male- their stubbles were raised during
sterile plants identified under staggered planting of rice rabi at Hyderabad. Five of them,

germplasm viz. JP 8-8, JP 8-1A-12, JP 1, JP 2

Rabi, 1992 Plants from and JP 27, had high pollen and
pollen spikelet stubbles· spikelet fertility (Table 3).
fertility fertility poUen spikelet

(%) (%) fertility fertility
(%) (%)

Male
sterile
plant
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81.260.80.00.0-Do-

Source Kharif 1992 Rabi 1992-93
(Delhi) (Hyderabad)

pollen spikelet pollen spikelet
fertility fertility fertility fertility

(%) (%) (0/0) (%)

Unknown 0.0 0.0 64.4 82.4

-Do- 0.0 0.0 61.5 84.1

-Do- o.b 0.0 70.7 85.9

-Do- 0.0 0.0 58.7 79.5

Mutant

JP8-8

JP 8-1A-12

JP 1

JP2

]P27

Table 3. Sterility-fertility transformation behaviour of male
sterile segregates/spontaneous mutants isolated from

breeding populations of rice

Sensitive stage. As determined
by the integrated use of the
physical-cum-morphological Note. 5tubbles of completely sterile plants isolated during kharif
method and the tracking techni- 1992 at IARI, Delhi were grown as ratoon plants in rabi
que, the sensitive stage was found 1992-93 at DRR, Hyderabad.

to vary in different lines. It was 17 d (days prior to heading) in SA 2 (F 43),19 d in JP 2 and
F 61, 22 d in SM 3, 23 d in JP 8-1A-12, and 24 d in SM 5 (Table 6).

Characterization of stable
temperature sensitive lines. Six
TGMS lines were characterized
using the indices of temperature
sensitive stage of panicle deve
lopment and the critical sterility
and fertility points.

(Table 4). The mutants F 1-3, F 3-2
and F 61 with pollen fertility 71.6,
59.5 and 64.7%, respectively,
were considered promising.·

Table 4. Sterility-fertility transformation behaviour of male sterile mutants of rice in Mz generation

Parent Mutant Mutagen Kharif 1992 (Delhi) Rabi 1992-93 (Hyderabad)

variety pollen spikelet pollen spikelet
fertility fertility fertility fertility

(%) (%) (%) (%)

lET 11990 F 1-3 Sodium azide 0.0 0.0 71.6 62.5
F3-2 -Do- 0.0 0.0 59.5 35.8
Fl3-3 -Do- 0.0 0.0 12.7 19.2
F27-1 -Do- 0.0 0.0 44.2 40.5
F35-1 -Do- 0.0 0.0 4.7 7.8
F35-3 -Do- 0.0 0.0 45.9 30.8
F37 -Do- 0.0 0.0 19.3 31.5
F40-2 -Do- 0.0 0.0 1.3 11.0
F43 -Do- 0.0 0.0 76.0 58.2
F45-1 -Do- 0.0 0.0 20.0 8.5
F45-2 -Do- 0.0 0.0 4.1 10.5
F61 -Do- 0.0 0.0 64.7 59.1
F64 -Do- 0.0 0.0 46.2 30.8

Himdhan G17 -Do- 0.0 0.0 10.8 2.8
893-1 EMS 0.0 0.0 5.9 4.7

lET 11988 14 Gamma rays 0.0 0.0 22.0 35.0
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Table 7. Determination of critical temperature for fertility restoration on

TGMS Chamber 1

Line Panicle 1 Panicle 2 Panicle 3

AS RS US F AS R5 US F AS R5 US F

5M3 97.1 2.9 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 92.9 7.1 0.0 0.0

SM5 92.6 7.4 0.0 0.0 96.9 3.1 0.0 0.0 89.4 10.6 0.0 0.0

JP2 80.0 10.9 9.1 0.0 88.1 6.8 5.1 0.0 94.1 5.9 0.0 0.0

JP8-1A-12 78.2 21.2 0.6 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 89.1 10.9 0.0 0.0

SA2 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 75.7 24.3 0.0 0.0

F61 84.8 15.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 96.8 3.2 0.0 0.0

TGMS Chamber 3

Line Panicle 1 Panicle 2 Panicle 3

AS RS US F AS R5 US F AS R5 US F

5M3 91.8 3.6 4.1 0.4 72.7 4.5 8.4 14.4 82.7 3.6 5.2 8.5

SM5 43.8 0.0 25.7 30.5 16.7 0.0 37.9 45.4 66.7 16.6 8.7 7.7

JP2 7.9 7.5 20.5 64.1 10.2 6.9 4.1 78.8 2.9 7.8 32.9 57.1

JP8-1A-12 69.9 28.9 1.2 0.0 16.3 28.0 32.2 23.5 5.2 0.0 14.4 80.4

SA2 61.2 29.1 9.7 0.0 8.4 19.6 29.4 42.1 10.2 11.0 18.2 60.5

F61 53.4 35.8 10.7 0.0 11.3 19.0 51.0 18.6 0.0 13.1 21.6 65.3

Regime Chamber 1 Chamber 2 Chamber 3 Chamber 4

Maximum temperature 35°C 30°C 24°C 24°C
Minimum temperature 26°C 22°C 20°C 24°C
Mean 3D.SOC 26°C 22°C 24°C
Light duration 14.30h 9h 9h 9h

AS-aborted sterile, Rs-round sterile, US-unaborted sterile, and F-fertile.

of aborted pollen. The round poorly stained pollen grains were ignored. A tendency for
transformation to fertile phasewas evident from the increasinglyhigher proportion of fertile
and semistained pollen with decreasing temperature. With the exception of SA 2 (F 43), all
other lines tended to improve fertility even at moderate temperature, and fertility
restoration was more striking at low temperature. The lines, however, differed from each
other in the degree of fertility restoration. The range of pollen fertility varied in different
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the basis of fertility transformation pattern under different temperatures

Chamber 2

Panicle 1 Panicle 2 Panicle 3

AS RS US F AS RS US F AS RS US F

80.2 17.9 1.9 0.0 56.6 30.1 11.5 1.8 66.5 23.0 10.5 0.0

65.0 28.1 6.8 0.0 55.0 23.8 18.3 2.7 50.5 40.5 9.0 0.0

49.4 15.4 35.3 0.0 10.7 4.4 36.5 46.4 11.8 14.0 29.9 44.9

9.5 70.0 18.6 1.9 0.0 27.9 46.1 26.1 18.0 51.3 27.9 2.8

100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 65.0 35.0 0.0 0.0

56.6 25.4 18.0 0.0 0.0 33.1 40.2 26.9 0.0 14.2 62.3 23.4

Chamber 4

Panicle 1 Panicle 2 Panicle 3

AS RS US F AS RS US F AS RS US F

72.7 1.0 12.1 15.2 97.8 0.0 1.1 1.1 96.8 0.6 2.6 0.0

43.6 6.0 26.5 23.9 11.8 0.0 20.4 45.8 46.0 1.6 18.5 33.9

8.4 9.3 28.4 53.8 2.0 4.4 24.1 67.5 10.3 17.9 56.4 15.4

22.2 47.5 .30.3 0.0 0.0 19.7 42.7 37.5 0.0 14.4 17.9 67.6

59.0 10.0 19.1 11.9 29.1 14.2 38.1 18.7 48.0 15.0 37.0 0.0

21.0 38.8 40.1 0.0 0.0 11.1 20.4 68.4 0.0 10.6 23.6 65.9

chambers for the same genotype as well as different genotypes in the same chamber. While
in chamber 1 all the genotypes were sterile, in chambers 2, 3 and 4, fertility restoration was
1.9 (JP 8-1A-12) to 46.4% (JP 2); 0.4 (SM 3) to 80.4% (JP 8-1A-12); and 1.1 (SM 3) to 68.4% (F
61), respectively.

Spikelet fertility was also restored following the trend broadly similar to that of pollen
fertility. All the lines were completely sterile at high temperature and, except SM 3, all of
them started reverting back to fertile state with the lowering of temperature. As in the case
of pollen sterility, here also the lines differed in the degree of fertility restoration.

Barring JP 2, which had the highest spikelet fertility of 79% at moderate temperature,
maximum fertility restoration occurred at low temperature in all other lines: from 25% in



   
   

w
w

w
.In

d
ia

n
Jo

u
rn

al
s.

co
m

   
   

   
   

M
em

b
er

s 
C

o
p

y,
 N

o
t 

fo
r 

C
o

m
m

er
ci

al
 S

al
e 

   
 

D
o

w
n

lo
ad

ed
 F

ro
m

 IP
 -

 6
1.

24
7.

22
8.

21
7 

o
n

 d
at

ed
 2

7-
Ju

n
-2

01
7

252 ]. Ali et al. [Vol. 55, No.3

Table 8. Spikelet fertility of selected lines sensitive to temperature under different temperature regimes

TGM5 Chamber 1 Chamber 2 Chamber 3 Chamber 4

line spikelet fertility (%) spikelet fertility (%) spikelet fertility (%) spikelet fertility (%)

panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle panicle
No.1 No.2 No.3 No.1 No.2 No.3 No.1 No.2 No.3 No.1 No.2 No.3

5M3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.7 24.6 16.4 25.0 7.6 5.6

5M5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.1 0.0 70.6 65.0 68.4 71.6 68.2 66.7

JP2 0.0 0.0 0.0 66.7 78.4 77.2 34.0 43.6 62.2 29.6 57.1 64.7

JP 8-lA-12 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 6.2 3.8 67.8 83.8 85.3 77.3 89.1 84.6

SA 2 (F43) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.8 35.8 38.6 11.1 16.7 21.9

F61 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 18.1 26.2 76.4 74.0 78.6 77.2 73.2 41.0

SM 3 to 85% in JP 8-1A-12. The lines also differed in their response to constant low
temperature. The percentage of fertile pollen was similar in SM 3, SM 5 and JP 8-1A-12,
which was lower than SA 2 (F 43) and higher than the fertility level recorded in F 61 at low
temperature.

DISCUSSION

The advantages of the environmentsensitive genicmale sterility-based two-line hybrids'
over the presently popular cytoplasmic male sterility-based three-line hybrids prompted
the present study with the specific objective of isolating and characterizing temperature
sensitive genic male sterile sources suitable for tropical environments of India.

Isolation of temperature sensitive male steriles. Germplasm, breeding lines and
mutagen-treated populations were used as the material for isolation of TGMS sources
assuming that inherent variability, if any in the former two groups of genetic materials and
induced variability in the mutagen-treated, which is not detectable in the range of normal
temperatures, could express only under appropriate temperature. Isolation of
photoperiod-sensitive male sterile Nongken 58 S under long-day conditions by Chinese
workers [10] and Norin PL-12 under high temperature conditions in the gamma ray-treated
populations by Japanese workers [5] supports this assumption. In the case of mutational
approach, the choice of parental varieties was restricted to those adapted to high altitudes
in the hope that the probability of recovering TGMS mutants with low CFP-high CSP in
them would be high and they are likely to be prone to physiological imbalances associated
with the change of temperature. Among the mutagens, sodium azide appeared most
promising. Its efficiency however, was genotype dependent, with the highest frequency of
TGMS mutations isolated in lET 11990. Among the several male sterile lines recovered in
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the present study, 11 in germplasm, 7 in the breeding lines and 17 in the mutagenized
populations appear to be sensitive to changing temperature regimes. Further study of the
lines under controlled temperature suggests that they differ widely in the degree of
transformation to fertile phase; the level of fertility restoration being as high as 80 to less
than 25%. Although the environment-sensitive male sterility-fertility system has been
reported to be a simple recessive trait [11-13], genetic basis of the wide differences observed
in fertility restoration require more intensive study. From utility point of view, SM 3, SM 5,
JP 8-1A-12, JP 2, SA 2 (F 43) and F 61, which showed high degree of fertility restoration at
low temperature are more interesting.

Characterization of promising temperature-sensitive male sterile lines. The
temperature-sensitive stage and critical temperature range for sterility-fertility
transformation are the two important parameters that help characterize TGMS sources.
Precise information on these two indices is important for choosing the appropriate source
for development of two-line hybrids.

The temperature responsive stage of EGMS sources is determined by physically
examining the developing panicles and correlating the observations with easily measurable
morphological indicators, such as, flag leaf (nth leaf) length [14, 15]. By relating flag leaf
length periodically with the size of the developing panicle, the following stages have been
identified:

Flag leaf length Panicle

cm relative size (em) stage

4.0 1/5 of (n-1)th leaf 0.2 IV (pistil-stamen
primordia formation)

6-8 3/5 of (n-1)th leaf 2.5-3.5 V (pollen mother
cell formation)

4/5 of (n-1)th leaf VI (beginning of meiosis)

Collar-auricle of flag leaf and VII (meiosis in middle of
(n-1)th leaf at same level the panicle)

Based on the stage of panicle development on the main tiller, the corresponding stages
in the secondary and tertiary tillers can also be judged. If the panicle length of the main tiller
is 5.0 cm (between stages V and VI) for instance, panicle in the secondary tiller will be in
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stage-II (initiation of primary and secondary rachis branch primordia). Although the
secondary tillers emerge 10-14 days after the main tiller, the difference in flowering time
between them is only 7-8 days. This knowledge enabled us to study the test lines at the
desired temperature and stage of panicle development.

In addition to the physical-cum-morphological indicators, the tracking technique
developed in the present investigation was useful in determining precisely the sensitive
stage for sterilityI fertility induction. This technique requires daily recording of pollen
fertility / sterility of the test lines in an environment similar to that of Hyderabad, where
temperature is always fluctuating and flowering occurs almost throughout the year. As
described in the Materials and Methods, flowering was recorded till the day the pollen was
found completely sterile. Taking this day as the 'tracking date' the days are counted
backward up to 15-24 days to determine the temperature coinciding with the 'sensitive
stage' with the help of a weather chart. The earlier reports show that the most sensitive stage
of panicles is the stamen-pistil primordia stage which lies between 24-15 days before
heading depending on the maturity duration of a variety [14-16]. The sensitive stage so
determined by the tracking technique varied from 24 days before heading in SM 5 to 17days
in SA 2 (F 43). The day of sensitive stage of different TGMS lines was in good agreement
with the respective dates of their fertility transformation under controlled temperature. The
slight variation observed in some cases may be attributed to several factors that influence
the growth pattern. Among them, the fluctuating weather which causes 1-2 day difference
[16] and differential growth rates of the primary-secondary tillers are important. In general,
the present tra~king technique has following advantages over earlier used techniques:

1. It is an easier technique.

2. It enables more precise determination of the sensitive stage without injury to the plant
(as in the physical split-opening technique) and leaves no scope for arbitrariness (which
is possible in the flag leaf index method).

3. Abrupt fluctuations in temperature affecting growth and development are not a
limitation as the sensitive stage is determined by counting back from the sterility
induction day.

4. It enables simultaneous determination of temperatures of the critical fertility and
sterility points.

The technique incombinationwith flag leaf indexbecomes evenmoreefficient in precise
determination of the sensitive stage.
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Characterization of promising TGMS sources. On the basis of their CSP and CFP,
determined by the tracking technique and exposure to controlled temperature, the sixTGMS
lines were found to be high temperature sterile-low temperature fertile type, and could be
divided in the following groups:

1. High CSP (> 32°C) -low CFP (20-24°C)

2. High CSP (> 32°C) - high CFP (24-300 C)

3. Low CSP (30-32°C) -low CFP (20-24°C)

The fourth possible group of low CSP-high CFP was not found. Essentially, the
grouping is based on the relative difference between the CSP and CFP designated by Zhang
et al. [7] in case of photoperiod sensitive genetic male sterility (PGMS) as the temperature
related photoperiod sensitivity (TRPS). During this photoperiod, according to these authors,
the pace of transformation to sterility or fertility is determined by daylength. Unlike the
PGMS system, the phenomenon of sterility-fertility transformation is least affected by
photoperiod in TGMS system, making it convenient and ideally suitable for tropical
situations. It is the CSP and CFP level that largely determines the stability and commercial
usefulness of the TGMS lines. If the CFP of a TGMS source is not low enough, even slight
drop in temperature during seed production period would result in selfing where 100%
male sterility and only hybrid seed set are desired. On the other hand, if CSP is not high
enough, multiplication of TGMS lines would be a problem, especially under short-day and
high temperature conditions. Thus, an ideal CFP-CSP system is highly environment
specific. In China, where moderate temperature is combined with distinct short or long
photoperiods, the ideal TGMS line for commercial exploitation should be high CSP-Iow
CFP [12, 17]. For tropical conditions, on the other hand, low CSP-Iow CFP type appears to
be desirable. This is evident from the present findings, where the lines with CSP > 30°C but
< 32°C were completely sterile (85% abortive and 15% round sterile pollen grains) and CFP
< 24°C caused up to 80% spikelet fertility restoration.

The fertility-sterility transformation behaviour of the six lines is grouped into three
different types, and their usefulness in commercial hybrid breeding is described below.

Type 1: high CSP-low CFP. This type is recognised by the Chinese workers as ~e ideal
for China, as itwould be safe for bothhybrid seed production and maintenance of the TGMS
lines. However, such a type is yet to be identified [18]. Although it is not yet clear where to
draw the line for high CSP and low CFP, based on the available temperature and
photoperiod regimes in a given region, a narrow range can be selected. The lines SM 3 and
SM 5 fall under this category. The former with a CSP 33.9°C and its degree of fertility
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transformation, has been far below the minimum required even under the low temperatures
(2o-24°C), indicating that still lower temperature can increase spikelet fertility, further
(Fig. 1). Realization of as high as 70% fertility under the natural cool weather conditions

Low CFP 24° C

2c?C

Biological upper limit

(about 40' c)

Critical fertility point
(20- 24 c~

Critical Sterility Point

°(32.3 c)

• Biological lowgr limit

(about 16 c)

2c? C

Low CFP 24° C

°High CSP 32.3 c I !

Biological upper limit

(about 40' c)

Critical Sterility Point

(32
o

C)

Cri tical fertility point

(20- 24°c)

• Biological lowgr limit

(about 16 c)

°32 CHigh cSP

~ Fertility

o S"rlllty
8M 3 s

~ Fertility

o S"rlllty
8M 5 s

Fig.t. Critical sterility and fertility points of SM 3s and SM 58.

(min. 16-20°C; max. 28-32°C) supports the above conclusion. The line 5M 5, on the other
hand, shows moderately high pollen fertility (45%) at low controlled temperature as well
as in field conditions. Therefore, from utility point of view 5M 5 has an advantage over
5M3.

Type 2: high CSP-high CFP. Majority of the EGMS lines identified by the Chinese
workers belong to this type. Zhang et al. [12] classified this type as 7001 5. TGM5 lines 89025
and W 7415 5, although belong to this category are not suited to the Chinese conditions.
However, they may prove useful under tropical situations. In the present study, JP 2 alone
~~this~~~~~b~~~~~~~~~
fertility even at moderate temperature is adequate for commercial exploitation. Its CFP
could be close to 26°C (Fig. 2).
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- - -~ • _. Biological upper limit
(about 40°C)

Low CSP 3O.9°C l- Critical sterility point
~ (30.9°C)

~
~
~Low CFP 24°C ~ Critical fertility point
W~ (2D-24°C)
~
~

20°C ~

J~I.• ~ ••• Biological lower limit
(about 16°C) Biological lower limit

(abouI16°C)

Critical fertility point
(2D-26°C)

Critical sterility point
(33.9°C)

JP 2s
~ Fertility

o Sterility

-.. n---Biological upper limit
(about 40°C)

High CSP 33.90 C +-_.;...1

JP 8-1A-12s
~ Fertility

o Sterility

Fig. 2. Critical sterility and fertility points of JP 8-1A-12s and JP 25.

Type 3: low CSP-low CFP. The stable sterility phase over a large region prompted the
Chinese workers to use the TGMS lines of this type (Peiai 645 type) commercially in the
initial years. However, difficulties experienced in the maintenance of such TGMS lines
ultimately limited their utilization [12, 17]. In tropical countries like India, where the sterile
phase is required to be more stable, this TGMS type would be useful. Three lines in our
collection, JP 8-1A-12, SA2 (F43)andF61, belong to this type (Figs. 2,3). Among them,
JP 8-1A-12 manifesting total pollen sterility even at high temperatures in the lower range
(30.9°C) and high (> 80%) pollen/spikelet fertility at low temperature appears to be most
promising. Fertility decline even at 24°C suggests its CFP to be around 20°C. The fertility
transformation behaviour of SA 2 (F 43) and F 61 suggests the CFP of the former to be the
same as of JP 8-1A-12 (20°C) and CFP of the latter 24°C.

In the absence of the required day-length differences to make use of PGMS system, the
day-neutral TGMS system, is most appropriate for two-line hybrid breeding in many
tropical countries of Asia. Successful use of TGMS, however, depends on choosing highly
region-specific sources. An ideal TGMS for tropical situation is the one which combines low
CSP (30-32°C) and low CFP (20-24°C). Stable sterility and high degree of fertility restoration
with seed set exceeding 40% are important considerations while selecting the right source.
Out of the six lines studied by us, JP 8-1A-12 and F 61 belong to the low CSP-Iow CFP
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SA 2$ (F 438)

Critical Sterility Point

(31.7
0

c)

Blolog Ical lo~er 11m It
(about 16 c)

Biological upper limit

(about 40' c)

Critical fertility point
(20- 24'c)

Critical Sterility Point

°(30.9 c)

F 61 8

28 C

Low CFP 24°C

Low CSP 30.90C I .1

~ F••t1l1ty

D 8••lIIly

Biological lo~er limit
(about 16 c)

Critical 'ertility point
(20- 24'c)

JCFP must ••
within this

Biological upper limit

(about 40' c)

°220

1S0C

~ F••tlllly

D St••lllly

o
Low CSP (31.7 C) I I

°
LOW. CFP [24 C

ranae
t.tted In

28 C

Fig. 3. Critical sterility and fertility points of SA 2s (F 43s) and F 615.

category, and therefore appear to be most promising. These lines are also productive
semidwarfs. It would be worthwhile to study their suitability in hybrid seed production on
field scale at place(s), where stable and desired temperature regimes are available.
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